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As World Leaders prepare to address the issue of Climate 
Change in December’s summit in Paris, it is appropriate that 
this year’s Scottish Inter-Faith Week theme focuses on Care 
for the Environment.
Nature is in a very delicate balance and human greed is 
destroying the environment and inflicting potentially 
irreparable damage. Arun Gandhi reminded us in his key 
note address in September in Edinburgh that the world 
must wake up to the problem of, “passive violence: the non-
physical violence that we commit every day.” Exploiting people, 
discriminating against people, wasting resources, creating 
disparities in society - these are all forms of violence. 
He shared with us how his grandfather taught him a lesson in 
passive violence. Arun, aged twelve, threw away a little pencil, 
thinking that he would be given a new one. His grandfather 
made him search for three hours, in the dark, until he found it. 
From this he learnt, “when we throw away valuable things, even 
if they are small things like pencils, we are wasting the resources 
of the world and that is violence against nature. Such wasteful 
habits mean that those who have money can buy and waste 
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Climate change is at core a moral, 
spiritual and cultural problem.

Interfaith Declaration on Climate Change

more and those without live in poverty. That is violence against 
humanity.”  
He explained how a non-violent society and non-violent 
individual “would be one living in harmony with all of creation; 
one that has love and respect for everybody; considers everybody 
to be equal; shares and is not selfish or self-centred.”  
To live in harmony with nature and to protect and help the 
most vulnerable in society are key values that unite people 
of faith. In order to achieve this we all need to work on our 
tendencies, towards non-violent behaviour and become the 
change we wish to see in the world.
We hope that our Interfaith Week programme encourages 
you to think of ways that you can help to make those changes. 

Iain Stewart
General Secretary, Edinburgh Inter Faith Association



What Connects Us?

Sharing in mindful eating...
 bring some food to share
Sharing thoughts on what connects us...
Sharing a common path of contemplation...  
 walking the labyrinth

Information: labyrinth@polwarth.org.uk
Organised by Polwarth Parish Church
www.polwarth.org.uk

Friday November 20th
6.30pm
Polwarth Parish Church
36-38 Polwarth Terrace
EH11 1LU
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Sunday November 22
2 - 4.30pm

Dynamic Earth 
by invitation

Scottish Interfaith Week Launch

The launch of Scottish Interfaith Week. Aileen 
McLeod, the Minister for Environment, Climate 
Change & Land Reform will open the event, along 
with other speakers, and guests will hear about 
the work being done by two faith-based projects 
to reduce carbon emissions.

A light afternoon tea will be served.

www.interfaithscotland.org
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Tuesday November 24th
5.30 - 8pm
University of Edinburgh Chaplaincy
1 Bristo Square
EH8 9AL

Our Faiths Honour the Earth
An Interfaith Earth Honouring Celebration with 
art, music, dance and food.
Open to everyone, just come along!
The Eco-Congregations Baton for Climate Change, 
which has been relaying Scotland in preparation for its 
journey to the Paris Climate Summit, will be present.

Exhibition of Artwork 
All week in the Chaplaincy there will be an 
exhibition of artwork from Dalry and Niddrie Mill 
Primary Schools on the theme of Care for the 
Environment.
Many thanks to the University Chaplaincy and the staff 
and students of the primary schools for taking part.



Religious Leaders & Faith 
Representatives Conference

Annual meeting of Edinburgh’s Religious Leaders 
and Representatives. The theme this year is Faith 
as the driving force for positive change.

This conference asks: 
What role do our communities currently 
play in addressing social concerns? 

How might we better work together for the 
good of society?

Wednesday November 25th
By invitation
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Wednesday November 25th 
6 - 7.30 pm
Sanctuary - Augustine United Church 
41 George IV Bridge
EH1 1EL

Panel: Faith and Organ Donation

A crisis in organ donation is threatening the lives 
of hundreds of people who desperately need 
transplants. 

Whilst nearly a quarter of people waiting for kid-
ney transplants are black, Asian or from another 
minority ethnic group, fewer than 2% of those 
who have joined the Organ Donation Register are 
from BME groups. 

This panel, chaired by Pamela Niven OBE, Project 
Manager for Organ Donation and Transplantation, 
asks: What are the religious and cultural barriers to 
organ donation and how might they be overcome?

Free event
Contact info@eifa.org.uk or 0131 2835427 to register
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Peter Owen Jones: Why do we forget 
to share?

Peter Owen Jones, of the 
BBC’s Around the World 
in 80 Faiths, will share 
some of his learnings  
from his pilgrimage to 

visit the world’s many faith traditions. These in-
clude his experience in Ethiopia where he found 
an utopian community living in a harsh and un-
forgiving land.  He poses the questions: Why can’t 
the rest of the world follow from this example? 
Why do we forget to share?

Booking: Eventbrite, or email info@eifa.org.uk 
Tickets: £9 (£7 conc. / £5 students)

Many thanks to Augustine United Church, St Columba’s Epis-
copal Church and Greyfriars Kirk for their generous support.

Thursday November 26th
7pm

Studio - Augustine United Church 
41 George IV Bridge

EH1 1EL
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In My Presence

A participative art event with Muslim art student 
Adam Ali Hussain beginning at the Chaplaincy 
Team Room.   

Hosted by the University Chaplaincy 
www.ed.ac.uk/chaplaincy

Friday November 27th
2.30 - 4pm
Edinburgh University Chaplaincy
1 Bristo Square
EH8 9AL
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Scotland’s Climate March

Join the worldwide movement marching for a 
better future. Ahead of the UN climate change 
negotiations in Paris we will stand up for peo-
ple affected by climate change and demand that 
world leaders agree an ambitious deal. 

Wear your brightest colours and march on this 
weekend of global action.
Information: www.stopclimatechaos.org/march

Saturday November 28th
12 noon

The Meadows

www.stopclimatechaos.org

Scotland’s 
Climate 
March Show your colours for 

climate, justice and jobs

Edinburgh
Saturday 
28 November 
2015

Time and route to be confirmed, please check website for regular updates

www.stopclimatechaos.org

Scotland’s 
Climate 
March

Show your colours for 
climate, justice and jobs

Edinburgh
Saturday 
28 November 
2015

Time and route to be confirmed, please check website for regular updates

A Service will be held at 11am before the march at 
St Albert’s Catholic Chaplaincy, entrance on George 
Square Lane. All are welcome.
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Sunday November 29th

8pm, Synagogue
4 Salisbury Road, EH16 5AB

William Johnstone: Decalogue & Dialogue

A talk by Emeritus Professor of Hebrew and Semitic 
Languages at Aberdeen University exploring how 
dialogue and debate are at the heart of biblical 
interpretations. 

Hosted by the Edinburgh Jewish Literary Society
£3 non-members on the door, www.ejls.org

2 - 5pm, Kagyu Samye Dzong
Tibetan Buddhist Centre
4 Walker Street, EH3 7LA 

Caring for Mother Earth
Activities including a talk by the 17th Karmapa, 
tree planting of indigenous species with environ-
mentalist Natalie McCall and delicious Chai from 
the Edinburgh Nepalese community. 
Proceeds to the ROKPA Nepal Earthquake Appeal
More information: www.edinburgh.samye.org



Funded by BEMIS Scotland via the ‘Year of Food and Drink 2015 / Winter Festivals’ 
small grants programme. This is a 
partnership between BEMIS Scotland 
and the Scottish Government to facilitate 
diverse, multicultural celebrations.

Sunday November 29th 
7 - 9pm

Well Cafe
25 Nicolson Square 

EH8 9BX

The Big Interfaith Quiz

Return of the popular annual interfaith quiz. 

With a delicious buffet of dishes from many 
different faith cuisines and a brain-teasing array 
of mind-bending questions.

How much do you know about your own, and 
others, faiths?
Free & Family Friendly 
To register your team contact info@eifa.org.uk
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Breaking Barriers: Who is your neighbour? 
Breaking Barriers brings together Jews, Christians 
and Muslims of all ages to discuss scripture and 
learn about each other’s beliefs and traditions. In 
an increasingly globalised world, how can scrip-
ture help guide our interactions with our neigh-
bours as individuals, communities and nations?

Delicious food will be provided. 

Places are free but limited, book: info@eifa.org.uk

Delivered in partnership with the Alwaleed Centre at 
the University of Edinburgh: www.alwaleed.ed.ac.uk

Tuesday December 1st
6.30 - 9pm
Dept. Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies
19 George Square
EH8 9LD

25 Nicolson Square, Edinburgh, EH8 9BX
+44 (0)131 283 5427 – info@eifa.org.uk – www.eifa.org.uk

Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association is a Registered Charity SC017622



Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association has worked with local, national and 
international organisations since 1989 to promote religious harmony, 
diversity & equal opportunities; advance understanding and awareness 
about interfaith matters and to contribute to a global culture of peace.
EIFA’s board is made up of representatives of the major faith communities 
in Edinburgh, and works with schools, community groups, the City 
Council, Scottish Government, police, healthcare and many others. 

EIFA MEMBERSHIP
Individuals: FREE
Faith Group: £25 

Associates: community 
groups, chaplaincies & 
police authorities: £35

In addition to coordinating a programme for Scottish Interfaith Week, 
EIFA carries out the following activities:
Interfaith Matters: A twice-yearly magazine.
Hate Crime Reporting: Third party reporters of hate crime. Contact EIFA 
if you were a victim of, or witnessed, a hate crime.
Holocaust Memorial Day: Annual marking of genocides the world over, 
27th January (EIFA event on 28/1/2016 at Firrhill High School).
Schools Programme: Providing speakers and resources for primary and 
secondary schools.
Edinburgh Women’s Interfaith Group: For women to meet together 
and support each other, whatever their background. International 
Women’s Day celebrations for March 8th.
Community Meals: Join us for dinner & discussion, the first Monday each 
month in the Well Cafe, Nicolson Square from 6.30pm. 

25 Nicolson Square, Edinburgh, EH8 9BX
+44 (0)131 283 5427 – info@eifa.org.uk – www.eifa.org.uk

Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association is a Registered Charity SC017622

GET INVOLVED
Come to an event and tell us what you 

would find useful and relevant
Volunteer with us, helping with meals 

or taking on a particular project
Support us by sponsoring an event



20/11/15 What Connects us? 
6.30pm, Polwarth Parish Church, EH11 1LU

22/11/15 Launch of Scottish Interfaith Week
2pm, Dynamic Earth, EH8 8AS

23/11/15 to 
27/11/15

Primary School Art Exhibition
9.30-4pm, University Chaplaincy, EH8 9AL

24/11/15 Our Faiths Honour the Earth
5.30pm, University Chaplaincy, EH8 9AL

25/11/15 Religious Leaders Conference, by invitation

25/11/15 Organ Donation Panel
6pm, Augustine United Church, EH1 1EL

26/11/15 Peter Owen Jones, Why do we forget to share? 
7pm, Augustine United Church, EH1 1EL

27/11/15 In My Presence
2.30pm, University Chaplaincy, EH8 9AL

28/11/15 Pre Climate March Service
11am, St Albert’s Chapel, EH8 9LD

28/11/15 Scotland’s Climate March
12 noon, Meadows

29/11/15 Caring for Mother Earth
2pm, Kagyu Samye Dzong, EH3 7LA

29/11/15 William Johnstone: Decalogue and Dialogue
8pm, Synagogue, EH16 5AB

29/11/15 Big Interfaith Quiz
7pm, Well Cafe, EH8 9BX

1/12/15 Breaking Barriers: Who is your neighbour?
6.30pm, Alwaleed Centre, EH8 9LD

Scottish Interfaith Week 2015
More: www.facebook.com/EIFA.page or www.eifa.org.uk


