
Minutes for the ordinary meeting of Leith Central Community Council  held in the 
McDonald Road Library on Monday 14th May 2012 at 8.00-9.00pm 

 
 
Attendance 
 
John Hein     Acting Chair LCCC 
Roland Reid     Secretary LCCC 
Anne Munro    Treasurer LCCC 
Harald Tobermann   LCCC 
Julian Siann     LCCC 
Charlotte Encombe    LCCC and Greener Leith  
Alex Wilson     Chair, Leith Business Association 
Keith Hales     Vice-chair Leith Business Association  
Cllr Deidre Brock    Leith Walk ward (SNP) 
Mark Lazarowitcz    MP North Edinburgh  
PC Simon Daley    Lothian and Borders Police  
Mark Armstrong    Resident 
Anne Finlay     co-opted member of LCCC 
Peter Mellors    Resident 
Phyllis Stephen   Resident 
Jim Scanlon    Chair of Leith Links CC 
 
 
1.0 Introductions and Announcements 
 
2.0 Apologies for absence 
MSP Malcolm Chisholm    Lab. North Edinburgh 
Annette O’Carroll    LCCC, Convenor Planning Sub-Committee (psc)  
Juan Garcia Navarro   LCCC 
Jenny MacKenzie    Communication and minutes LCCC 
Ann Stark     Friends of Hillside Crescent Association 
Phil Attridge    Pilmeny Development Project 
 
3.0 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of 23 April 2012 
Subject to a correction to the Attendance list of the name of the student placement at Pilmeny 
Development Project:  her correct name is Razwana Bashir 
 
Approved: Anne Munro 
Seconded:  Roland Reid,  
 
4.0 Community Police Officer’s Report 
PC Simon Daley referred to the recent discussion at the LCCC meetings regarding inconsiderate 
cycling.  He noted that LCCC members are not alone in sharing these concerns.  As a result he 
and 10 of his colleagues and two City Council Safety Officers will target Leith Walk on the 23 
May during the morning and evening rush hours in order to give cyclists leaflets on cycle 



security and cycling on pavements.  Cyclists on pavements will be stopped. Two weeks later on 
the 6 June there will be an enforcement day.  A common sense approach will be taken as there is 
no facility for a formal warning.  Any infringement must be referred to the Procurator Fiscal.   
Harald Tobermann welcomed the initiative but also identified a need to take a parallel initiative 
in respect of drivers particularly in relation to infringing the red cyclists’ advance stop junction 
boxes.  
 
PC Daley was seeking £100.00 of funding for a stencil and the production of laminated posters.  
LCC agreed to provide support if no other funding source could be found. 

 
5.0 Matters Arising 
5.1 Leith Gala 
The secretary requested assistance for the Gala Day on Saturday 9 June.  Help would be required 
from 9.00am to erect the marquees and display boards and from midday onwards with the 
consultation and again later in the afternoon with the dismantling.  The more assistance, the more 
enjoyable an experience it will be with greater opportunities to take time to visit the other stalls 
and entertainment. 
5.2 Vision for Leith Walk 
Charlotte Encombe advised that Greener Leith were proposing a facilitated community 
consultation on 29 May at OotB, the Drill Hall.  (Subsequently rescheduled to 4 June).  Greener 
Leith was seeking to broaden the debate.  Cllr Brock expressed concern that this event may 
simply be duplicating the discussions initiated at the Neighbourhood Partnership.  Charlotte 
assured her that it would be more focused and that the attendees would be invited to prioritise a 
list of concrete proposals.  To that end, a request was made for £100.00 from the Community 
Council towards the stationery costs associated with the event.  The request was approved.  It 
was agreed that the outcomes of this event could form the basis for this year’s Gala community 
consultation. 
 
5.3 Dicksonfield Vandalism.  PC Daley referred to the instances of vandalism that had been 
reported.  Had been centred on one common stair.  There are had been no further reports either to 
the Community Council nor the Police and so it was agreed to remove this item from the agenda. 
 
6.0 Gretna/Quintinshill 1915 Railway Disaster.  Research request. 
6.1 Annual memorial service to be held this coming Saturday 19 May at Rosebank Cemetery.  
Cllr Brock to attend. 
6.2 Jim Scanlon confirmed that one of his Leith History Society colleagues was following up an 
approach by the Researcher. 
 
7.0 Open Forum 
Water of Leith Flood Prevention Works 
Julian Siann had contacted Cllr Gardner regarding the flood prevention works in respect of the 
debris that had been left by the Contractor.  Cllr Brock had also been contacted and believed the 
works were not yet complete.  A Bonnington Mill resident had complained of damage to her 
home. 
 
 



 
8.0 Officers' and Councillors' Reports 
8.1 Mark Lazarowicz MP raised the issue of the budget changes to the application of VAT on 
alterations to listed buildings.  There are 33,000 listed buildings in Edinburgh.  The UK 
government had made a concession in respect of religious buildings by way of increasing the 
level of grant but this scheme had already proved to be inadequate.  The Secretary cited the 
example of Leith Theatre that could suffer increased costs.  The consultation regarding this 
change has been extended to the 18 May.  LCCC to write to the Treasury and copy this to Mark.  
He acknowledged that there was sometimes a grey area between alterations and repairs.  
However, this could be addressed by reducing VAT on repairs and alterations on listed building. 
 
9.0 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 18 June  
 
(2012 dates: 20 August, September 24, October 15, November 19, December) 
 
 


