
Minutes for meeting of Leith Central Community Council  held in the McDonald Road 
Library on Monday 20th August 2012 at 7.00-9.00pm 

 
 
Attendance 
 
Harald Tobermann   LCCC 
Roland Reid     Secretary LCCC 
Ann Stark     Friends of Hillside Crescent Association 
Charlotte Encombe    LCCC and Greener Leith  
Anne Finlay     LCCC 
Alex Wilson     Chair, Leith Business Association 
Keith Hales     Vice-chair Leith Business Association  
Cllr Nick Gardner   Leith Walk ward (Labour) 
Juan Garcia Navarro   LCCC 
Malcolm Chisholm MSP   Lab. North Edinburgh 
Julian Siann     LCCC 
Mark Lazarowicz MP   Lab. North Edinburgh 
Lesley Porteus    CEC Planning 
Jim Scanlon    Chair Leith Links CC 
Simon Daley    Lothian & Borders Police 
Alastair Tibbitt   Greener Leith 
Zoe Holman    Resident 
Ella Taylor-Smith   Broughton Spurtle 
 
 
1.0 Introductions and Announcements 
In the absence of Acting Chair, John Hein, Harald Tobermann kindly offered to chair the 
meeting.  It was agreed to include an additional item concerning the City Council Conservation 
Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS) bid to Historic Scotland. 
 
2.0 Apologies for absence 
John Hein     LCCC 
Mark Armstrong    LCCC 
Cllr Chapman     Leith Walk ward (Green) 
Cllr Blacklock    Leith Walk Ward (Labour) 
Cllr Brock    Leith Walk Ward (SNP) 
Annette O’Carroll    LCCC 
Anne Munro    LCCC 
 
 
3.0 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of 18 June 2012 
Approved: Charlotte Encombe 
Seconded:  Cllr Nick Gardner 
 
4.0 Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme bid for Leith Walk 



Lesley Porteous, Planning Officer with the City Council was introduced to the meeting.  She is 
currently preparing a bid to Historic Scotland for Conservation Area Regeneration funding for 
Leith Walk and the streets off.  This bid follows on from the lottery funded Township Heritage 
Initiative (THI) which commenced in 2007 and covered the conservation area to the immediate 
north of Leith Walk.  Renovation of the Boxing Club, the Hindu Mandir, shop improvements on 
Duke Street are some of the projects which were supported by the THI.  This was a 5 year 
project which is now about to end.   
 
The Leith Walk bid is in tandem with a bid for the Southside of Edinburgh.  A map was tabled 
with the relevant Leith Walk conservation area outlined in red.  The bid is to support the repair 
of priority buildings at risk such as the former St Pauls Church on Lorne Street, the temporary 
tram offices at 163-167 Leith Walk, shop improvements, and external restoration works to 
privately owned housing.  Ms Porteous cited the possible re-instatement of the original railings 
to Smith’s Place.  If the bid is successful, there will also be an education strand involving Telford 
College.  It was stressed that the bid application to Historic Scotland is entirely separate from the 
Council’s approved spend on public realm remedial works associated with tram works. 
 
The application must be submitted on the 31 August.  It was agreed that the LCCC secretary 
would write a letter of support.  Charlotte Encombe queried if the derelict tram depot buildings 
(adjacent to Dryden Street) on the Shrubhill site could be included. 
 
5.0 Community Police Officer’s Report 

• Sgt Simon Daley reported that officers had now returned from their Olympic duties. 
• Preparations were being made for a young drivers awareness scheme which is to take 

place between 3-7 September.  Seatbelt use will be promoted.  Junior Road Safety 
Officer, JRSO, will be involved.  

• On going work regarding prostitutes, drinking at the Kirkgate and Hopetoun Cres. Park.  
Funding being made available to offer alternatives to begging.  

• A sexual assault in Pilrig Park is still under investigation but an arrest warrant is in place. 
 
6.0 Leith Walk 
Reference was made to the City Council Transport Committee’s approval of the £5.5million 
spend on Leith Walk, from Picardy Place to Bernard Street.  Cllr Gardner stated that Lesley 
Hinds convenes this Committee and all the Committee Councillors are working together on this 
matter.  The next Transport Committee meeting will take place on the 13 September.  An 
exhibition had been held at the library led by Ian Buchanan of the Neighbourhood Partnership.  
There is a considerable amount to be done and so regular updating of the Community Council 
will be welcome.  At least one letter will also be sent to affected residents.  The impact on local 
businesses in terms of noise and disruption will be taken on board.  The provision of cycle lanes 
will also be considered.  There will be a three month consultation period followed by 2 months to 
finalise the proposals and a further 5 months to implement them. 
 
Keith Hales of the LBA queried if monies will be clawed back from the original contractors in 
respect of making good their defective works.  He was very concerned that money is being re-
allocated from efficiencies in the Services for Communities capital budget to partly fund this 
work.  He found it unacceptable that SfC projects may suffer across Edinburgh in order to fund 



tram remedial works.   He considered that these costs should be contained within the tram 
budget. 
 
Two votes were held on this matter.  Firstly, a majority of LCCC members supported a motion 
that the approved spend on remedial works should proceed at the earliest.  Secondly, the LCCC 
agreed that clarification be sought from the City Council as to the funding of these works. 
 
Street Lamp Replacement Audit.  Keith Hales stated that he was still progressing this.  He had 
identified some discrepancies.  In addition, he had identified a need for a bin audit.  Certain trade 
waste bins appear to be redundant.  Fewer but larger bins would be more effective in managing 
waste. 
 
There was a Council commitment to increase the frequency of street cleaning.  It was proposed 
that this could be further enhanced by giving street cleaners the same authority as environmental 
wardens;  although it was acknowledged that there may be staff safety issues.  Buchanan Street, 
Glasgow was cited as an example of a street with effective street management. It was agreed to 
invite the City Council officer responsible for street cleansing to a future meeting. 
 
The Secretary had noted that much of the litter in his street was as a result of seagulls trawling 
through the communal bins.  These bins no longer had their small flap lids.  Mark Lazarowicz 
stated he would pursue this. 
 
Alistair Tibbet advised that following on from Greener Leith’s reporting on Leith Walk, he had 
apologised to Keith Hales. 
 
7.0 Matters Arising 
7.1 Request for Traffic Lights for Easter Road/Dalmeny Street/St Clair St Junction 
Cllr Gardner had followed this up.  A traffic survey had taken place in June 2010 but the score 
was not high enough to justify traffic lights.  Will seek a copy of the report and query if there has 
been any increase in traffic since then.  There were also concerns that there is insufficient time 
allocated to cross Easter Road/London Road.  Also noted that a Puffin crossing has been 
approved for Hillside Crescent.  Too early to confirm completion dates. 
6.2 City for All Ages/Play Scheme. To be carried forward to be reported at the next meeting. 
 
8.00 HMO, 26 Pilrig Street 
7.1  Neighbours have objected to the renewal of the HMO license for these premises on the 
grounds of nuisance, disruption in the street and the dilapidated state of the property.  Given the 
number of objections this will be subject to a Committee decision.  
 
Mark Lazarowicz noted the need to monitor the situation in general as welfare reforms are likely 
to place additional pressures to provide more hostel accommodation.  There is a need to focus on 
the owners in respect of their training and management of their staff. 
 
9.0 Open Forum 
Charlotte Encombe stated that she will chairing the Health and Lifestyle community forum.  Will 
be attending training. 



10.0 Officers' and Councillors' Reports 
Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, Planning etc. 
Treasurer’s report.  No report 
Secretary’s report:  No report 
Planning Sub-Co. report.   
The Secretary advised that Annette O’Carroll had stood down from the Convenorship and 
thanked her for her work and commitment.  A new Planning Sub-Committee Convenor to be 
sought. Julian Siann advised that he had written to Unite, owners of Shrub House, in a personal 
capacity seeking to establish a community space on part of the site while it remains undeveloped.  
He had received no response.  Cllr Gardner will pursue this. 
 
11.0 Appointment of Minute Secretary 
Following the resignation of Jenny Mackenzie, a new minute secretary is being sought.  The 
Secretary will follow up one offer. 
 
12.0 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 24 September 2012  
 
(2012 dates:  
October 15, November 19, December) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


