
Minutes for meeting of Leith Central Community Council held in the McDonald Road 
Library on Monday 24th September 2012 at 7.00-9.00pm 
 
 
Attendance 
 
John Hein     Acting Chair LCCC 
Roland Reid     Secretary LCCC 
Anne Munro    Treasurer LCCC/PDP 
Charlotte Encombe    LCCC and Greener Leith  
Anne Finlay     LCCC 
Annette O’Carroll    LCCC 
Julian Siann    LCCC 
Harald Tobermann   LCCC 
Ann Stark    Friends of Hillside & Calton 
PC Ross Smith   Lothian & Borders Police 
Cllr Deidre Brock   Leith Walk Ward (SNP) 
Ella Taylor-Smith   Broughton Spurtle 
Peter Mellors    Resident 
Ian Buchanan    Leith Neighbourhood Partnership 
Jennifer Wright   Comann nam Parant 
Ann MacPhail    GME unit, Tollcross PS 
 
1.0 Introductions and Announcements 
John Hein, acting chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
2.0 Apologies for absence 
Mark Armstrong    LCCC 
Cllr Chapman     Leith Walk ward (Green) 
Cllr Blacklock    Leith Walk Ward (Labour) 
Cllr Nick Gardner   Leith Walk ward (Labour) 
Juan Garcia Navarro   LCCC 
Jim Scanlon    Chair Leith Links CC 
Malcolm Chisholm MSP   Lab. North Edinburgh 
Mark Lazarowicz MP   Lab. North Edinburgh 
 
3.0 Approval of Minutes of 20 August 2012 
Approved subject to relocation of Ann Stark from attendance to apologies list. 
Proposed: Harald Tobermann 
Seconded:  Julian Siann 
 
4.0 Bonnington Primary School. 
Ann MacPhail, acting Depute Head teacher at the GME unit at Tollcross PS and Jennifer Wright 
representing Comann nam Parant, the Gaelic Parent’s Association, were welcomed to the 
Community Council.  Ms Macphail explained that her school was the only gaelic medium 
primary school for the Lothians with some pupils coming from further a field.  The school was at 



capacity and this was the reason for the relocation to the former Bonnington Primary School.  
The staff, pupils and their families were very excited about the move and were keen to establish 
links with the community in Leith.  It was noted that there is already a thriving pre-nursery 
(Croìleagan) group in Leith. 
 
It is proposed to open for the autumn term in August 2013.  The school had suffered from 
vandalism since its closure, dry rot had been removed and following on from the asbestos 
removal works, the refurbishment had now commenced.  A role of 240 pupils is anticipated and 
this is projected to increase over time.  Five buses will bring children to the school.  It is hoped 
that the school will become a local hub for gaelic with a new name being sought.  Pupils 
currently move on to James Gillespies but the future of gaelic secondary education in the City is 
open for debate.   
 
Jennifer Wright was very pleased at the local support for the move to Leith.  Cllr Brock was 
aware that music was important to the life of the school and that it has an excellent choir.  She 
was sure that the school once opened would contribute to the cultural life of Leith.  The 
Secretary referred to the possible re-opening of Leith Theatre and its potential use for gaelic 
events. 
 
 
5.0 Community Police Officer’s Report 
PC Ross Smith referred to the previous report by his colleague PC Simon Daley and gave an 
update as follows: 
 

• Another initiative is planned in respect of pedal cycles. 
• Police continue to work on the issue of rough sleepers at Hopetoun Crescent Park. 
• The Mela had been very successful with no problems reported. 
• A young drivers “Streets Ahead” road safety initiative for S5 & S6 students took place at 

the Corn Exchange earlier in the month and was very successful. 
 
 
6.0 Matter Arising 
6.1 Leith Walk 
Ian Buchanan of the City Centre and Leith Neighbourhood Partnership gave an update.  Firstly 
he thanked Keith Hales of the Leith Business Association for his work in counting the street 
lights and identifying redundant commercial bins.   
 
With respect to the proposed improvement works to Leith Walk, he advised the following: 
 
 •  Utilities.  A considerable amount of multi-utility diversions had taken place in 

anticipation of the trams.  Some aspects had been delayed until the tram levels had been 
determined.  There were lose ends to fully complete but these were not anticipated to be 
significant.  Some work had been undertaken in the last few weeks to determine the full 
scope of this work.  This to be negotiated with Scottish Water. 

 
 •  The new road surface will have a life span of 7 – 10 years. 



 
 •  Consultation.  This will take place between November and January.  However, ideas 

are welcome now so that they can be included for discussion.  Anne Munro expressed 
concern that November can be problematic for older people, particularly if meetings are 
held at night.  Defects such as the rocking pavement slab outside the Post-Office should 
be addressed now as a matter of urgency.  The groups she represented simply wished to 
see dropped kerbs and adequate times at crossings, even surfaces and effective drainage 
where there is currently ponding.  Harald Tobermann considered that the Council focus 
should be on instituting effective quality control, and ensuring all works are inspected 
after completion.  In addition, the delivery vehicles for public houses are dropping, 
causing damage to the pavements.  Ian Buchanan was aware of the defects and 
maintenance problems and noted that other Neighbourhood Partnerships are 
undertaking a “Living Streets” survey with disabled and elderly.  

 
 •  Programme.  Constitution Street.  Plan to start works there.  The street may be closed 

during the period of the works.   The Council will provide start dates for specific 
lengths of the street affected.  A preliminary plan will be in place before going out for 
consultation.  Carriageway re-surfacing will commence once the works at York Place 
are completed.  This is anticipated for September 2013.  Picardy Place improvements 
are included in the £5.5m spend.  The round-about is to be improved for cyclists. 

 
 •  Works Contract.  Still considering the best way of procurement.  A detailed scope of 

works can be the most cost effective but may be less flexible if there are many 
variations.  The works will include the relaying of the pavements in a consistent fashion 
using both new and recycled slabs. 

 
Updates on progress will be made available on line from the City Council tram news page. 
  
6.2 26 Pilrig Street.  Charlotte Encombe stated that she had yet to be advised of the date 
when the Committee will meet to consider the HMO application.  She intended going to the 
meeting.  However following on from the last community council meeting she felt that the 
Spurtle had overstated the matter.  There are 4 hostels on Pilrig Street but the concerns are over 
No 26.   
 
6.3 City of All Ages Report.  Anne Munro stated that this had gone to the Council and had 
been noted by the Policy and Strategy Committee.  On the 18 September, the Provost and 
Council Leader, Andrew Burns, signed the World Health Organisation, Dublin Declaration re-
affirming the Council’s commitment to creating an age-friendly City.  Edinburgh is seen as a 
model for good practice.  The challenge will be in disseminating this intent across the 
Neighbourhood Partnerships at a local level. 
 
6.4 Play Scheme.  Scheme was implemented for the first two weeks of the summer holidays.  
There had been insufficient funding for the entire summer break. 
 
6.5 Community Council web site.  Charlotte Encombe requested details to access the site in 
order that it could be updated. 



7.0 City Council Private Property Repairs & Maintenance Consultation 
7.1 Agreed that submissions to be made on an individual basis. 
 
 
8.0 Splashback:  Leith Water World Campaign 
The Full Council considered the bid by Splashback on the 20 September.  The Council had 
agreed to suspend the sale of the site in order that  Splashback extra time to work up the proposal 
with the assistance of Council Officers.  Under the proposal as presented there would still be the 
requirement for a significant on-going public subsidy.  The restart and capital cost in re-opening 
also required to be firmed up. 
 
Charlotte Encombe stated that Greener Leith had supported the bid for economic reasons.  Leith 
has a disadvantaged population and there is already a considerable extent of derelict land and 
vacant property.   
 
Harald Tobermann felt that it would be inappropriate for the City Council to expend further on 
this.  Cllr Brock noted that there are two pools in Leith, Leith Victoria and Leith Academy, 
available to the public.  Leith Victoria had recently benefited from a £2m investment.  However, 
improved community access to the school pool still required to be addressed.   
 
The Secretary stated that during previous discussions regarding Waterworld, the LCCC had been 
sympathetic to the aims of the Splashback campaign, but had only supported the continued 
opening of the pool until the Commonwealth Pool re-opened.  The collective view of the 
Community Council now required to be clarified.  A proposal to support the revised bid by 
Splashback was carried by a majority vote. 
 
 
9.0 Open Forum 
9.1 Bridge over Powder Hall Rail Line 
Juliann Siann stated that he had reported to “Clarence” the condition of the Bridge.  Heavy 
lorries appeared to be causing a problem.  Ownership and hence responsibility for the bridge may 
be complicated but it was felt that precautionary action was required. 
9.2 Greener Leith AGM.  To take place on Tuesday 25 September at the Kirkgate 
Community Education Centre. 
9.3 NP Health and Lifestyle Community Forum.  Inaugural meeting to take place on 
Wednesday 3 October.  To be chaired by Charlotte Encombe 
 
 
10.0 Community Council Matters 
10.1 A new minute secretary has yet to be appointed. 
10.2 A Virtual Planning Sub-Committee.  Annette O’Carroll reported on the recent 
discussions among PSC members.  As a result of the downturn in local development activity it 
was felt that the current planning situation could be monitored by email only without recourse to 
regular PSC meetings.  This was agreed with the opportunity to review the situation next year at 
CC election time.  The Chair requested to be added to the PSC e-mailing list.   
10.2 Review of Community Council Scheme.  Questionnaire to be completed by 1 October. 



11.0 Officer’s and Councillors Reports 
 
11.1 Chair.  The Chair had attended a civic reception for the Mela. 
 
11.2 Treasurer.  The closing balance stands at £566.46.   
 
11.3 Secretary.  No Report 
 
11.4 Planning Sub Committee.  Annette O’Carroll referred to the City Council’s proposal to 
establish Conservation Area status for all Edinburgh’s Colony housing areas.  There will be a 
consultation exhibition at McDonald Road on Monday 8 October.  She feared that the 
establishment of conservation status for the colony houses in Pilrig may prejudice the proposal 
for a ‘Greater Pilrig’ conservation area. Annette will continue to monitor the situation. 
 
11.5 Councillor Brock.  Noted that the former Scotsman site in Newhaven now being 
developed.  32B Haddington Place has been sold on for hotel redevelopment. Will monitor 
security of site.  Hillside Crescent.  Cushion Bumps.  Looking at raising their level.  Situation 
there with Lothian Buses improving but there is now an issue with commercial vehicles. 
Clean Leith Community Forum.  Attended inaugural meeting.  Noted Keith Hales input had been 
helpful.  The Leith Walk bin audit is almost complete.  There may be a joint use of bins in the 
future.  A bin maintenance programme also instituted.  Councillor McVey had queried the 
number of ground maintenance staff in Leith as the numbers appeared relatively low.  A staff 
resources review required as the assignment of staff has been based on historical precedent rather 
than on need.  The new bin collection routine has still to bed in.  The instructions regarding the 
disposal of food waste not are clear and needs to be clarified and the advice given by council 
staff has been contradictory.   
 
12.0 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 15 October 2012  
 
(2012 dates:  November 19, December 17) 
 
 

 


