
 
 

Minutes for meeting of Leith Central Community Council  held in the McDonald Road 
Library on Monday 23rd April 2012 at 7.00-9.00pm 

 
 
Attendance 
 
John Hein     Acting Chair LCCC 
Roland Reid     Secretary LCCC 
Anne Munro    Treasurer LCCC 
Jenny MacKenzie    Communication and minutes LCCC 
Juan Garcia Navarro   LCCC 
Martin. Patrick     LCCC  
Julian Siann     LCCC 
Ann Stark     Friends of Hillside Crescent Association 
Charlotte Encombe    LCCC and Greener Leith  
George Johnson    Chair, Friends of Water of Leith Basin  
Alex Wilson     Chair, Leith Business Association 
Keith Hales     Vice-chair Leith Business Association  
Cllr Deidre Brock    Leith Walk ward (SNP) 
Vicky MacDonald    Edinburgh Markets.  
PC Simon Daley    Lothian and Borders Police  
Seamus Skinner   SNP candidate 
Peter Mellors     Resident 
Stephen Mathieson    Resident  
Anne Finlay     Resident  
Rozwana Bashir    Student placement Pilmeny Development Project 
Philip Matlin     Resident 
 
 
1.0 Introductions and Announcements 
 
2.0 Apologies for absence 
Harald Tobermann   LCCC 
Mark Armstrong    LCCC 
MSP Malcolm Chisholm    Lab. North Edinburgh 
Mark Lazarowitcz    MP North Edinburgh  
Annette O’Carroll    LCCC, Convenor Planning Sub-Committee (psc)  
  
 
 
3.0 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of 19 March 2012 
Approved: Anne Munro 
Seconded:  Roland Reid,  
 



4.0 Community Police Officer’s Report 
• PC Simon Daly reported that observation patrols over several late-nights for periods of 

several hours in Hillside Crescent/London Road area suggest that the yellow signs have 
had an effect.  There was no evidence of cabs or buses idling engines during the early 
hours.   

• The investigation is proceeding and ongoing regarding the murder in Dixon Street. 
• Free bicycle registration on a national database is encouraged as this helps police to 

charge offenders and return bicycles to owners.  This service is available at 
bikeregister.com 

• Work is in progress with the homeless people who drink in Hopetoun Crescent Park and 
urinate in public. Attempts are being made to find them a different place to congregate.  
PC Daly said the spiral of alcoholism makes a positive solution a challenge  Police have 
powers to take alcohol away from street drinkers only if they are demonstrating anti-
social behavior. However there is no legislation that makes drinking in public illegal.    
Cllr Brock noted that this is a complex issue that requires liaison and support across a 
number of council departments.  This work is ongoing.    

• Recent vandalism to a property in Dicksonfield is under investigation.  
• Enquiries about setting up local Neighbourhood Watch groups:  The police are willing to 

support this process but each group needs a co-ordinator who is prepared to liaise with 
the police support and do the necessary minimal administrative work involved.   
 
A request was made that a break-in to an allotment garden shed at the rear of Cambridge 
Gardens, which led to a house break-in, be investigated.  A report will be presented at the 
next LCCC meeting. Praise was expressed by a committee member for the co-ordination 
of the police work in Leith.  
 
A resident noted that cyclists on pavements showing insufficient consideration to 
pedestrians are increasing. Some pedestrians don’t feel safe.  However, there have been 
several deaths of cyclists on roads, many cyclists are now not prepared to take the risk of 
cycling on roads. In Europe some countries like the Netherlands there are dedicated cycle 
lanes on roads that keep cyclists safe.  UK legislations says that cyclists cannot ride 
without due care and attention on the road, or disobey street signs. The Road Safety 
(Scotland) Act 1984, Section 64 also forbids cycling on pavements.  Offenders can be 
charged at the discretion of police.   Charity Sustrans (Routes for People) actively 
promotes ‘shared use’ paths, average 3metres wide, which enable cyclists and pedestrians 
to use the space together.  Sustrans is working with Local Authorities all over the UK to 
promote the National Cycle Network.   The body has also developed a Good Cycling 
Code, which urges giving way to pedestrians, using cycle bells instead of surprising 
people and maintaining modest speeds near pedestrians).  See www.sustrans.org.uk 
(information sheet FF04).  
    

5.0 Postponement of Community Council Elections 
A legal clause within the community council scheme requires that CC elections cannot be held in 
the same year as Local Authority elections.   Several Edinburgh CCs have complained.  They 
had already begun a campaign to attract new CCllrs in October, before the recent announcement.  
The next time the Community Council scheme is reviewed CCs need to press for a change to this 



clause.  ECC has noted that a review of the Scheme should be considered.   
 
6.0 Vision for Leith Walk 
Leith Business Association vice-chair  urged a co-ordinated approach from local organisations in 
requiring better consideration for Leith Walk.  Members agreed that expectations should be 
raised and more accountability sought from Leith Neighbourhood Partnership.  Leith NP 
manager Ian Buchanan to be invited to the June meeting (AGM scheduled for May).   
 
7.00  Part replacement of street lighting  
Some street lights have been replaced, but it would have been better to replace them all.  All 
lamps have been replaced, improving the night lighting.  Cllr Brock said that all the street lights 
across the city that had been coded red in an audit have been replaced, and these included some 
considered dangerous in Leith Walk.  A joint meeting of departments such as Roads, Transport 
and Utilities had been held within the last month and another meeting was planned  -- members 
welcomed this improvement in joint working 
 
7.0 Matters Arising 
 
7.1 Leith Gala 
Topics to be considered for consultation boards include: the public realm and the state of Leith 
Walk, proposed bid to make some parts of Pilrig a conservation area.   
 
7.2 London Road – Commercial Vehicle Lay up 
Cllr Brock reported that members of the Community Safety team had monitored the area on a 
series of shifts between 2am and 9am, with no trouble being reported.   
A temporary CCTV camera has been installed.  
Cllr Brock has conducted various meetings with stakeholders, including Ian Craig, director of 
Lothian Buses.  Several senior council officers are also likely to be involved.  
 
8.0 Open Forum 

• Vicky MacDonald of Edinburgh Markets talked about the new social enterprise begun in 
August 2011. While some profit is acquired, the project also reinvests in local community 
groups and services.  Stalls are currently being run in front of St. Mary’s Cathedral on 
Saturdays with more planned for longer periods in August.  See leithcentralcc.co.uk  
for story about Edinburgh Markets.   

• Pride Scotia will be held at the Omni Centre on 30th June.   
• Young people from Pilmeny Development Project worked on an art-work graffiti 

project over two days in Montgomery Street Park.  Postcards record the bright and 
colourful outcome.  

• A Not For Profit event will be staged by Leith-based Theatre company Active Inquiry on 
Saturday 12th May at St James Church Hall, John’s Place, Leith from 11am to 4pm.  
Admission is free but a donation towards the cost of the lunch would be appreciated. 
Active Inquiry encourages increased participation in the arts as a catalyst for active 
involvement in society.  

• Leith is to have its flag returned.  Alex Wilson (Chair of Leith Business Association) 
notes that a ceremony in Leith Library is likely to be conducted before the next LCCC 



meeting.  The event is likely to receive widespread publicity and members will be 
notified as soon as the date is made available.   

 
9.0 Proposed Pilrig Conservation Area 
Map provided of proposed area to be considered. All feedback is welcome.  The matter to be 
included for consultation at Leith Gala.  Cllr Brock commended the psc for this initiative.  Chair 
of Water of Leith Basin George Johnson expressed an interest in working with Leith Central psc 
with regard to his group’s own interest in resisting some development plans being considered for 
The Shore.   
 
10.0 Officers' and Councillors' Reports 
Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, Planning etc. 
No report from the Chair.  
Treasurer’s report.  Balance in the account stands at £666.46p 
Secretary’s report:   
Jenny MacKenzie has served as Leith Central CC representative on the EACC and secretary to 
the EACC for three years.  It is time for appointment of a new representative. Thanks were 
expressed to Jenny for this work.  A new appointment will be made at the AGM. 
Planning Sub-Co. report.   
A summary of the meeting held on Monday 16th April will be posted under Reports at 
leithcentralcc.co.uk.  It includes an update on consultations.   
Cllr Blacklock: The sauna in Bonnington Road is back again in the Licensing Committee 
papers.  It is thought the applicant may challenge the restricted hours imposed on the original 
application.  The secretary will attend the meeting.    
Cllr Brock:  

• The Sikh parade held recently contributed to the multi-cultural flavor of the area and was 
a very successful event.  

• The larger play park in Pilrig Park has been reprieved and is not under threat of closure.  
• The Gaelic school which is scheduled to open in the Bonnington School in August 2013 

currently has 191 pupils on the roll and 80 for the nursery, double the number for the 
nursery in the current school.   
 

 
11.0 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 14 May 2012 – AGM.   
 
(2012 dates: June 18, August 20, September 24, 
October 15, November 19, December 
 
 
 
 
	  


