
Minutes - Meeting of LCCC Planning Sub-Committee  
 

Monday 5th March 2012 at 5.00pm in McDonald Road Library's  Business Hub 
 

Present: Charlotte Encombe, Annette O'Carroll (Minutes),  Roland Reid, Julian Siann,  Harald 
Tobermann. 

 
Apologies:  Martin Patrick, Ann Stark. 

 
 

1.  Update on Current Applications:   
 

1.1. 6 Cambridge Avenue (12/00454/FUL) - we had informed the Planning Department that work 
on the front of this house appeared to have started without planning permission. However the 
reply was that it was not uncommon for applicants to start work prior to a formal decision and 
this was entirely at their own risk: If planning permission was eventually refused formal 
enforcement action might be taken against the landowner. 

  
 
1.2. 74 Leith Walk - Leith Funeral Services - Since this was a listed building in a conservation 

area we had contacted planning enforcement about the unauthorised signage. 
 
 
2. Update on Consultations: 
 

2.1. Strategic Development Plan - SESplan 
Once the Period of Representations has closed a report summarising the findings will be put 
forward to the SESplan Joint Committee for consideration: this will be publicly available 5 days 
prior to the Committee. The submission of the Proposed Plan to Scottish Ministers is aimed for 
July 2012.  DPS 4 (Development Plan 4) will be published in Spring 2012, providing further 
details on the timeline. 

 
2.2. Edinburgh Local Development Plan Main Issues Report  

The revised Development Plan scheme is to be published in March. This will set out the 
timetable for preparing the Local Development Plan. They will then publish a summary of the 
comments received on the Main Issues Report.  
 

 
3. Report from Meetings Attended: 
 

3.1. Community Council Seminar on Householder Permitted Development Rights 
Annette and Roland had attended this meeting where, as well as an explanation of the new 
Householder Permitted Development Rights Legislation, there was also a more general 
discussion on the re-application consultation process and also how community council 
consultee status was being handled by the planning department. 
 

3.2. Meeting with Will Garrett and Jack Gillon on Conservation Area status 
Annette and Martin had attended - It was suggested that we might try and get conservation 
area status for Pilrig. The first step was to prepare a Character Appraisal for the Pilrig area 

 
 
4. CEC Planning Department's handling of 6 Cambridge Avenue (11/03924/FUL) 
 

At the seminar above (3.1), Annette had expressed PSC concerns about the way this 
application had been handled. She had then had subsequent email exchanges on this matter 
with both the planning officer concerned and Nancy Jamieson, the Group Leader Development 
Management. Part of our concern was that the community council's objection had not been 
logged as such - apparently this was because we had not requested consultee status. It was 
decided to ask for this in future and also, where sensitive local applications were concerned, 
that members could also respond as individuals so that the necessary six objections would be 



logged and the application sent to committee. However Harald had argued that, in addition to 
this, he should also construct a time-line of the sequence of actions by the planning officer 
concerned and keep this until such time as it might be appropriate to take the case (and 
possibly how other small-scale developments had been handled) to an, as yet unspecified,   
higher authority in the planning department. He would do all the work on this. Everyone (except 
Annette, who argued that appropriate action had already been taken in this case) was in favour 
of this approach. 

 
 
5. Pilrig Conservation Area 
 

Annette had studied several Conservation Area Character Appraisals and would draft a similar, 
(very initial) draft for Pilrig and circulate for PSC comments/additions. The next step would be to 
send this to Jack Gillon and Will Garrett to see if the approach was appropriate before any 
further work was done. Any finalisation work on this, and any public consultation to see if a 
Pilrig Conservation area would be welcomed locally, would not start until at least the autumn 
because JG and WG had prior commitments until then. 
 

 
6.  Any Other Business 
 

6.1. Housing and Built Environment Bus Tour 
Annette and Charlotte had gone on this tour of possible sites for improvement using 
Neighbourhood Partnership funds of £177,000 for housing and built environment work and £77k 
for roads. They were uncertain how decisions about priorities would be made 

 
6.2. Commercial Vehicle Lay-up on London Road 

The situation with buses seemed to have been resolved but there were on-going issues with 
taxis 
 

6.3 Sauna on Bonnington Road 
This was a problem in a marginal industrial area that was now becoming more residential. 
Broughton Primary school PTA were sending a delegation to the licensing meeting 

 
 
7.  Dates of Next  Meetings and arrangements for the PSC April-September 2012 
 

Annette would book the library for - Monday 16th April, Wednesday 9th May, Monday 11th June. 
She had sent an email to PSC members with suggestions about how work might be shared out in 
her absence 

 
 


