
 

 

Minutes for Leith Central Community Council Meeting held on 12th September, 
2011 at MacDonald Road Library, 7.30-9.30pm 

 
 

Attendance  
 
Stewart Blaik     Chair LCCC 
John Hein     Vice-Chair LCCC 
Roland Reid     Secretary LCCC 
Anne Munro    Treasurer LCCC 
Jenny MacKenzie    Minute Secretary. Pilmeny Development Project 
Jim Scanlon     Chair, Leith Links CC 
Stan Eadie     Convenor Transport sub-committee LCCC 
Harald Tobermann   Pilrig Residents’ Association 
PC Andrew Johnson   Lothian and Borders Police  
Ann Stark     Friends of Hillside Crescent Association  
Malcolm Chisholm    MSP North Edinburgh 
April Cumming    Resident Iona Street Lane 
Ross McEwan    JUMP 
Julian Siann     LCCC 
Peter Mellors     Regent Place Resident 
M. Montgomery    Resident Ferry Road 
William Boyle    Resident Ferry Road 
James.A. Wright    Resident Ferry Road  
Caterina Swanson   Resident Ferry Road 
John Swanson    Resident Ferry Road 
Mark Armstrong    Leith Resident 
Martin Patrick    Leith Resident 
Des Ryan     CEO Cyrenians  
Charlotte Bunting    Resident and Cyrenians 
Amy Hutton     Resident and Cyrenians 

 
1.0  Introductions and Announcements.  
The Chair welcomed the guests and local residents attending the meeting. 
 
2.0  Apologies for absence  
Annette O’Carroll    Convenor Planning sub-committee LCCC 
Geraldine Debard    Friends of Montgomery Street Park 
Dominic Moran    Leith Resident  
Annette O’Carroll    Convenor, Planning sub-committee  
Juan Garcia    Leith Resident  
 
3.0 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of 15th August 2011. 
Correction to the name Caterina Swanson 
Removal of reference to Malcolm Chisholm newsletter under Item 6:2. 
Approved by Stan Eadie 
Seconded by Roland Reid  
 
4.  Hostel, Ferry Road.  
Representative from Cyrenians attended the meeting to respond to residents’ concerns 



 

 

about disruptive behaviour by young people making use of the hostel, particularly 
after hours.  Presentations made by both the representatives and local residents.  
Residents’ expressed anger and disappointment at what they believed was the lack of 
understanding of the level of abuse and disruption they experience on a daily basis. 
One resident said that ’Leith has become a dumping ground for waifs and strays’.  
 
 A meeting is set up for 20th September, to be attended by Cyrenian representatives, 
CEC officials (HMO Licensing Team, police officers (Community Police and the 
Community Safety Team), Hillcrest Housing Association, a CC representative and 
others. The CEO of Cyrenians said that the organisation is ‘totally committed’ to 
doing what they can do and to being ‘part of the solution‘.  Cyrenians seek a 
mediation process and have drawn up an action plan..  Local residents believe that, 
because of the long-standing nature of the problem, with what they believe is an 
inadequate response to their requests for more supervision over what they regard as a 
long period of time, the HMO should lose it’s licence and be closed.  MSP Malcolm 
Chisholm drew attention to the high level of frustration experienced by local residents 
and said that the disruption cannot be allowed to continue.  He endorsed the view that 
in the current circumstances, with nothing having been done to address the issues, 
there would be a strong likelihood of the HMO losing its licence.  The Chair 
encouraged the residents to seek police support by reporting every disruptive incident 
and requesting an Incident Number to ensure a record of the complaint.  
 
The Chair summarised by noting that comments had been heard from both sides, that 
the organisation should be given an opportunity to respond appropriately to the issues 
raised, and confirmed that a CC representative should attend the meeting planned for 
20th September. Head of Service for Cyrenians Amy Hutton has expressed an interest 
in attending the next CC meeting on 17th October. 
    
5.  Community Police Officer’s Report PC Andrew Johnson.  
Calls complaining about disturbance from youths have halved since last year. Graffiti 
artists have also been less active in the area.  A Scottish Defence League gathering in 
Edinburgh in the past weekend was very closely monitored by police, particularly in 
the Leith area where there are four places of worship of different religions.  These 
addresses had been picketed, but though there were demonstrations, no disruption was 
caused.  Preparations are under way for the safe conduct of Bonfire night, with liaison 
occurring between the Police, Fire Safety officers and council officials.   .   
Shrubhill House.: Plans are ongoing to move the hoarding back from the road and 
closer to the building, with some consideration being given to allowing market stalls 
to operate near to the street in the vicinity.     
Pilrig Park: There have been some people camping in the park and park wardens are 
responsible for moving these people on. The police are aware of the situation.    
Hopetoun Crescent  - street drinking in the park and related anti-social behaviour 
continues to be a problem in the area. Members of the Safer Neighbourhood Team are 
working with the staff at the drop-in centre in Hopetoun Crescent to monitor and 
change behaviours and are considering a plan for closing the park at certain periods of 
the day.  .        
 
6.0  Matters Arising.  
Boundary Square:  The continuing works are welcomed, with concerns expressed 
that an ongoing maintenance and monitoring programme should be firmly in place. 



 

 

The Chair noted that an update from Port of Leith Housing about the matter would be 
appropriate.     
Forth Ports/Biomass Plant. 
MSP Malcolm Chisholm endorsed the secretary’s previous comments that since Forth 
Ports has been taken over by a different company, focus has shifted from planned 
development of residential properties to use of the Docks as a working industrial site.  
This implies that there will be no significant residential development for the next 20-
30 years.    
Website development: 
Jenny noted that further to members‘ wishes to retain the tone and content of the 
previous site, a new domain address has been set up using the Wordpress software, 
which will enable easy use.  Chair of Leith Links Jim Scanlon confirmed that the 
software is very easy to use.  Cost of the transfer and set up has been £62.  Once a 
suitable front page picture has been selected, the site will go live.  Chair suggested 
that a photographic competition could attract some interest both in the site and its 
relaunch.   
Flooding outside the Drill Hall, Dalmeny Street 
Further to Harold Tobermann’s request for support re this problem, the secretary has 
written to Scottish Water, with the letter copied to MSPs Sarah boyack and Malcolm 
Chisholm, seeking a solution to the long-standing flooding before the onset of winter. 
7.  Officers and Councillor’s Reports 
Treasurer’s Report:  Balance on 19th August: £2481.    
MSP Malcolm Chisholm added to the Biomass Report that the proposal will not be 
considered by the Scottish Government before 2012..   
With the change of ownership of Forth Ports, there is a lot of flux around the Area 
Development Framework, particularly for the Ocean Terminal area.  . 
Planning convenor submitted her apologies.  Secretary Roland Reid reported that the 
sub-committee is considering a proposal for the Gateway Theatre site.  A triangular 
yard behind the frontage would be used to build student accommodation.  The Chair 
noted that one factor for consideration by the council is 24 hour monitoring of such 
projects, particularly where young people are involved.     
Transport Convenor Stan Eadie  
No meetings of the sub-committee have been held. 
From 17th September, Princes Street will be closed for approximately ten months due 
to tram related works.     
Lothian Buses have announced that the 15 new buses which were built by Alexander 
Dennis Ltd at an investment of £5m went into service on Sunday 11th Sept on service 
10. One feature is that they are hybrid buses, designed to promote energy efficiency.   
  
8.  Open Forum.  
� Julian Siann reported that Flood Prevention Works on the Water of Leith have 

been causing a back-up of water and constriction to the water flow near to the 
Redbraes Weir.  Rising water levels with recent rains have caused concern for 
local residents.  LCCC to contact the council to enquire about this.   

� Jenny sought members’ support for a presentation from Jean Cuthbert of 
Volunteer Centre Edinburgh, at the start of the October meeting, on the possibility 
of LCCC applying for Investor in Volunteer accreditation.  Mark Armstrong notes 
his own experience of the process and recommended the value of such 
accreditation.   Approved.  Jean Cuthbert will be invited to the October meeting. 

  .    



 

 

       
10.  Date of next meeting.  
The next meeting will be held on Monday 17th October, 2011.  
 

 
 
  


