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1.  Meetings 

 
The PSC has met once a month in McDonald Road Library.  The convenor has represented LCCC 
at meetings of the Edinburgh Civic Forum and other meetings as part of the feedback process for 
CEC's "Community Engagement on Planning Proposals" 

 
2.  Important planning applications 
 

Major Applications 
130 McDonald Rd: Planning permission was granted. The developers had improved the proposal in 
response to CC and community feed-back. However affordable housing will not be provided on site 
but instead at Constitution Street, thus (apparently) maintaining the Council's 'strategic objectives of 
delivering mixed sustainable communities and delivering economic resilience'. We protested this 
decision. 
 
7-9 Newhaven Road (0/02884/PAN) Meeting with Graeme Kerr from Halliday Fraser Munro.  The 
development, by Barratts East Scotland, plans for 129 housing units in 1 and 2 bed flats, over 4 and 
5 stories with 6 stories at the corners. It includes 6,000 sq ft of commercial space . 
 
80 Albion Rd (11/00725/PAN) - Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) for 127 flats. Planning 
permission has already been granted for a previous application for 163 flats on this site.  
 
 
Change of use - shops to residential - Mixed messages  
177-185 Easter Road (11/00241/FUL) - Opposite B&Q - This was granted in spite of our objection 
that it was contrary to the Local Plan (no more than 3 shop units in a row should be in non-shop use) 
and increased pressure on parking. 
 
222 Easter Rd (10/03643/FUL and 10/03651/FUL) -  This had been refused for the third time on the 
grounds that the proposals "do not comply with the development plan and non-statutory guidelines 
and would result in an unjustified loss of commercial premises, adversely affect the character and 
appearance of the property, result in inappropriate residential accommodation and result in an 
increased demand for on-street parking to the detriment of road safety"  
 
Change of use from Public House to Co-op Convenience Shop 
8 McDonald Road (11/00435/FUL):  Application for another convenience store where there are 
already 2 in the immediate area - locally controversial. Quote from Planning Officer's report - "there 
would be an element of trade diverted from the existing centre to the proposal.  However Leith Walk 
is a highly accessible location which has a large amount of passing trade.  Therefore, there would be 
no significant adverse effect on Leith Walk generally" 
 
Important Local Application 
50 Pilrig Street (09/03284/FUL) - went through several revisions but was finally granted. We  
objected mainly on the grounds that the site would be over-developed, since it was for 8 apartments, 



5 of which were one bedroom.  
 

3. Planning Consultations: 
  

Householder Permitted Development Rights: A proposal to change the rules about what type of 
development needs planning permission. Removes 20-25% of householder planning applications 
from the planning system. Allows alteration and improvements to houses and flats if within a 1 metre 
'bubble'  around the walls or roof of the house or flat except those that are listed or within a 
conservation area.We thought the effects on pre-1914 houses and tenemental flatted streets would 
be particularly unfortunate if this were adopted. 

 
Draft Waterfront and Leith Area Development Framework 
 
Hardly any mention of Leith Walk area in this. Only that a "strategic management plan should be 
developed for the heart of Leith’- (that is Commercial Street, Great Junction Street, Leith Walk and 
The Shore, together with the area around OceanTerminal) to consolidate the urban form, enhance 
amenity, sustainability and prosperity. This plan should set out traffic management, public realm, 
enterprise and urban renewal initiatives" and, in addition that  
 
"A dedicated long term maintenance and management strategy is required for the whole of Leith to 
include green spaces, street spaces and public spaces.  

 
4.  Regenerating Leith Walk: 
 

The area has been adversely affected by tram works. New developments (proposed hotels at 
Haddington Place and Shrub Place, residential housing and business at Brunswick Road) have been 
put on hold because of poor financial climate for developers and uncertainty about the tram situation. 
The gap sites and poor state of part-demolished Shrubhill House blight the area. This is a matter of 
concern, therefore -  
 
We attended the AGM of the Leith Business Association so that they would be  aware of our interest 
in Leith Walk 
 
We had meetings with Alistair Scott of Smith Scott Mullan and also Graham Russell (Business 
Coordinator - Leith Walk and West End, now Town Centre Coordinator for the City Centre) to 
discuss matters concerning the Leith Walk area.  One interesting initiative is the Leith Walk Shop 
Front Group - this consists of Alistair Scott, Graham Russell (previously - now presumably Sarah 
Woodford the new Town Centre Coordinator for Leith and Portobello), CEC's Economic and 
Planning Departments, Edinburgh World Heritage and TIE, and it is currently piloting a 'soft loan'  
scheme to encourage landlords and tenants to renew or refurbish neglected shopfronts in Elm Row 
to an agreed design standard - interest-free loans for 10 years.  
 
External Roller Shutters - The appeal against the enforcement of external roller shutter and 
housing (307 Leith Walk) had been turned down by CEC planning department on the grounds that it 
'fails to accord with the development plan and non-statutory guidelines. It does not preserve or 
enhance the character and appearance of the conservation area" However a further appeal (to the 
Scottish Ministers) had recently been successful since the government's Directorate for Planning 
and Environmental Appeals apparently considered that Leith Walk's 'disharmonious array of 
clashing shopfronts and tenements is in fact part of the street's character".  The implications of this 
are that CEC will not enforce any shopfronts. 
 
We had an on-site meeting with Phil Myerscough, Managing Director B L Developments to 
discuss the Shrub Place site, its current problems,  the likely immediate future for the area and its 
long term prospects. The PSC were concerned that the present state of the site was detrimental to 
the whole Leith Walk area and, in the absence of any immediate start to the development, some 
short-term measures to improve its appearance would be desirable. No Progress here 

 
But, Possible temporary uses include a Car Park 69 metres west of 7 Shrub Place 
(11/00112/FUL):  An application for parking for 53 cars for up to 2 years. We suggested that, 



because of the need for short-term parking to benefit local shopkeepers, a payment structure was 
geared to benefit stays of 1-2 hours, with longer stays relatively much more expensive. However the 
application has been withdrawn. 
 
Temporary improvements to bring people into the area could be - pop up shops/art galleries; street 
art, etc 
 

 
5. Aims for the coming year: 

 
Respond to planning applications.   
 
Respond to the two important consultations, that is the Main Issues Report of the Local 
Development Plan in October and  the  Strategic Development Plan in November 
 
Make contact with Sarah Woodford the new Town Centre Coordinator for Leith and Portobello 
Keep up the other contacts (see above) that we have made in the past year and when the tram 
situation is resolved contribute to any initiatives for the improvement of the public realm in the area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


